
After:  TwoCanSam Recording Studio  

Before:  Empty Storage Room Space 

A butterfly & balloon release on the front lawn of GACS.  

 

                

 

 

 

 

 T 
he music of Tyler Montgomery will continue to inspire 
students of the Dillard Harris Educational Center 
(DHEC) for years to come. Tyler Montgomery, who 
was 19 years old when he passed away, was 

described as having a life-long passion for music and a dream of 
becoming a music producer one day.   
     “I always imagined your 21st birthday, but I never thought 
you wouldn’t be here for it,” was Tiffany Montgomery’s 
message to her brother that she read in front of a crowded gym at 
Guardian Angel Community Services (GACS).  Tiffany’s note 
marked the culmination of a remarkable process that took place 
during the month of July.     
     In the wake of Tyler’s passing, his family turned to the Bright 
Horizon’s Foundation for Children, where Tyler’s Aunt Candice 
Armour is employed. The Bright Horizons Foundation for 
Children is a nonprofit organization focused on 

brightening the lives of children, youth, and families in 
crisis.  The foundation took on the project to honor the memory 
of Tyler by creating a “Bright Space” in the form of a music room 
and recording studio at GACS.  July 25, 2013 would have been 
Tyler’s 21st birthday, so the family chose this day for a birthday 
celebration and dedication to reveal the “Bright Space.”   

     A ribbon cutting ceremony was held to unveil the new room, 
named the TwoCanSam Recording Studio inside DHEC.  
TwoCanSam was the name that Tyler used as an aspiring music 
producer.  The moving dedication ceremony included speakers 
from the Bright Horizons Foundation and GACS before Tyler’s 
mother, father, and sister each took a turn addressing the crowd.  
Each family member captivated the audience and spoke about 
the meaning of the “Bright Space” to them.  Tyler’s mother, Lydia 
Montgomery said that the family felt GACS was a fitting location 
for the room because “that’s what he is to us, he’s our 
Guardian Angel.”  
     Afterwards, Tyler’s Family and the Bright Horizons Foundation 
took the stage to thank all of the individuals and  groups involved in 
the making of the music room.  Among those recognized were 
Home Depot (Naperville), Guitar Center (Joliet), and a number of 
employees and volunteers who were involved with the project. 

     During the ceremony, Bright Horizons Foundation revealed 
that they had one last gift to present to GACS and surprised staff 
with a $500 gift card to the Chalkboard Store as well as many 
supplies that had already been purchased for the school to use 
in its new elementary school classroom that will open this fall.  
DHEC therapist Martin Urba spoke of the importance of the 
room to the school: “Music has been something magical in 
my life, I can look back at any part of my life and I can tell 
you how music helped me.  When you work in special 
education, you need all the help you can get - you need a 
little magic.”   
     After attendees were given the opportunity to explore the new 
music room, the evening concluded on the front lawn of GACS 
with a butterfly & balloon release where friends and family sang 
“Happy Birthday” one more time.  The balloons released were 
brightly colored in orange, green, and purple to match the colors 
of Tyler’s “Bright Space” as well as his preferences for hair color.  
Tyler’s father, Mike Montgomery remembered, “I don’t think 
he missed a color in his hair color choices.”  But it was the 
open note that Tiffany Montgomery read to her brother that 
summed up the surreal ceremony: “Your legacy will live on, 
just like you wanted … It is our final gift to you, Tyler, but it’s 
your gift to the world and it will never stop giving.” 

 
*For more photos and to take a video tour, visit us on Facebook. 

ARE YOU CONNECTED? 

DONATE 

WWW.GACSPROGRAMS.ORG 

SIGN UP FOR  

GACS E-NEWS.   

MAKE A SECURE  

ONLINE DONATION. 

CONNECT TO OUR  

FACEBOOK PAGE.   
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DANCING WITH OUR LOCAL STARS 

  2013 

Our Local Celebrity Dancers:
Julie Edwards     Beth Ann May     R. Dale Evans     John Callahan     Kathy Pecora 

  Corporate Donor  
of the Year: 

Blackburn, Giegerich,  
Sonntag Funneral Home  
& The Giegerich Family   

Private Donor of the Year: 

The Graham Family 

 
Volunteer of the Year: 

Julie Falconer 

Gold Sponsor  
Hollywood Casino Joliet  

Bronze Sponsors  
Harrah’s Casino Joliet ●  Bill & Sheila Schmitz  

 
 
 

Corporate Sponsors  
Blackburn, Giegerich, Sonntag Funeral Home ●  Brightmore Physical Therapy / Heroes West  ●  D’Arcy Motors  

●  DIAGEO ●  First Midwest Bank ●   Kiwanis Club of Joliet ●  Kutlesa Hernandez Architects ●  Northern Insurance Service ●  Old Plank 
Trail Community Bank  ●  Presence Saint Joseph Medical Center ●  Remco Medical  

 Silver Cross Hospital ● Wermer, Rogers, Doran & Ruzon   
 

Specialty Sponsors  
Jay & Lori Bergman ●   Heartland Bank ●  J.L. Adler Roofing & Sheet Metal ●  NICOR ●  Northern Illinois Steel Supply Company  

●  Stephany Jones Photography ●  T.J. Lambrecht Construction, Inc. ● Vince’s Flowers & Landscaping  

Congratulations  

to our stars! 

2013 Winners:  JOHN BLOCK   
& PARTNER  

CORINNE SMITH 

Dear Friends, 
 
As a change in seasons is 
upon us once again, we 
are overjoyed to reflect 
upon our memorable 
spring and summer 
months. Angelica 2013 
“Dancing With Our Local 
Stars” had another 
amazing year and I want to thank our wonderful dancers, 
sponsors, donors, and everyone who came to support 
Guardian Angel Community Services. We’ve had a very 
busy few months and are excited to share all of these 
wonderful stories of giving, sharing, celebration, and 
accomplishment! After seven months of strategic planning, 
our dedicated Board of Directors and staff are ecstatic to 
announce the completion of our 2014-2018 Strategic Plan. 
We had the pleasure of engaging internal and external 
stakeholders in this process to identify areas of 
opportunity and celebrate our achievements. Our 
successes, however, are not ours alone. You have all 
continued to make a difference in the lives of others 
through your kind gestures and gifts of time, talent and 
treasure. We are grateful to you and to those we serve 
who teach us……. every day…… the resilience of the 
human spirit, that there is strength and courage within us 
all……and the impact just one kind word can have on the 
life of another. 

 
     Sincerely,  

“If everyone is moving  
forward together,  

then success takes  

care of  itself.”                   
                            -Henry Ford 

Ines Kutlesa, MA, LCPC 
Chief Executive Officer 



 

“Whenever one person stands up and says, 

‘Wait a minute, this is wrong,’ it helps other 

people to do the same.” - Gloria Steinem  

The First Annual Rock Against Rape Event was hosted by the SASC 
program in conjunction with Chicago Street Pub in downtown Joliet.  

Musicians entertained event attendees at the pub while the SASC program raised awareness through distributing informational 
materials including complimentary awareness ribbons and keychain whistles to promote the program and it’s 24-hour hotline 
number.  A raffle was held to support the program’s fundraising efforts and a few lucky music lovers went home with prizes 
including a guitar and original artwork portraying John Lennon & Yoko Ono. Music was provided by Ted Slowik and Alex Hoffer 
& Friends.  Slowik, who is no stranger to GACS, explained, “I first became familiar with the organization back in the 1980’s when 
I was a journalism student at Lewis University and wrote a story about the Guardian Angel Home in Joliet.”  Slowik added, “I 
deeply appreciate the care and help that Guardian Angel Community Services provides to people affected by domestic and 
sexual violence. It was an honor to be asked to perform at an event to support such a worthy organization, and fun to share the 
stage with the very talented Alex Hoffer.”  SASC program staff said that they were very pleasantly surprised by the amount of 
supporters that attended the event and are looking forward to making next year’s Rock Against Rape “bigger and better.”   
I n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  R o c k  A g a i n s t  R a p e  E v e n t ?   
C o n t a c t  D o n n a  a t  8 1 5 - 7 2 9 - 0 9 3 0  E x t .  3 3 0  o r  d p l i e r @ g a c s p r o g r a m s . o r g  

Are You Man Enough to Wear Heels? 

gh 

hg 

 

19 local police departments 
participated in the SASC teal 
ribbon magnet awareness campaign. 
As a result, approximately 600 
law enforcement vehicles displayed 
teal ribbon magnets throughout 
the month of April.  
 

SASC thanks all local police 
departments for their continued 

support! 
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In a perfect world, prom dresses 
wouldn't cost a small fortune and 
parents of teens attending the prom wouldn't be up all night worrying during 
the milestone event. The goals of the Prom ‘n Aid project, hosted annually 
by the Sexual Assault Service Center (SASC), deal precisely with these two 
issues.  Prom ‘n Aid is a project that begins several months before prom 
season.  The goal of the project is simple: Provide dating safety classes and 
education to teens throughout the community and let them choose a free 
prom dress in return.  33 teens attended classes this year, which marked 
the 6th annual SASC Prom ‘n Aid project.  The project concluded with the 
Prom ‘n Aid Fashion Show held at the Black Road Branch of the Joliet 
Public Library.  Approximately 50 teens volunteered to help SASC pull off 
this year’s fashion show.  Some volunteers modeled their chosen prom 

dresses on the runway while others helped them get camera ready by offering their skills doing hair and makeup.  
More than 160 people attended this year’s fashion show.  SASC accepts donations of gently used prom 
dresses, shoes, and accessories throughout the year to sustain the project.  

For more information or to donate, contact Jenni at 815-729-0930 Ext. 355 or jwatgen@gacsprograms.org  

Once a year in the month of April, many are confused to find a large group of men, all wearing women's shoes, 
proudly marching the streets of Joliet.  That’s right; men who attend the annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® event, hosted by the SASC Program, are asked to walk a mile in women’s 
shoes in order to bring awareness to sexual violence in our community during Sexual Assault Awareness Month (April).  When men arrive at the event, they are given the opportunity to 
“shop” the extensive collection of women’s shoes – ranging from sensible flats to 5-inch stilettos (only recommended  for seasoned veterans) available in men's size 8 -13.  The fun-filled 
event has proven to raise both eyebrows and awareness as the Crest Hill Police Department supports the program by blocking off traffic across three busy intersections, so that the SASC 
program and their supporters can get the message across.  The confused stares of those stopped in traffic turn quickly to cheers and horn honking as onlookers see the shoes, read the 
signs, and understand the message. Walk attendees included many long-term supporters of the program: loyal volunteers, GACS staff and their families, and even survivors of sexual 
violence.  This year, a group of volunteers from JC Penny attended the event to show their support as the “JC Penny Cares” team.  Prior to the walk, this year’s keynote speaker, Detective 
Ken Simpson of Bolingbrook Police Department, addressed the crowd and spoke of his experience working with sexual assault victims and collaborating with the SASC program.  
Detective Simpson captivated attendees and made his message clear; strong partnerships between victim services and law enforcement agencies are crucial in the fight to end sexual 
violence in our community.  

*Photos Courtesy of F/stop poetry 

Prom ‘n Aid 2013 

Fashion  
Show 2013 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® 2013 
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 The Governing Body of the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault (ICASA) approved a funding increase for FY 2014 of 
$50,000 for our SASC Program.  Congratulations to our 
dedicated SASC program staff without whom none of this would 
be possible.  

 Aeropostale & DoSomething.org Teens for Jeans campaign 
donated 500 pairs of jeans to the Groundwork Program.   

  In June, Kathy Togliatti (Coal City) responded to our Facebook 
post requesting a donation of a used digital camera.  When 
Kathy was unable to find her old camera, she went to the store 
and bought a brand new Sony digital camera to donate to 
GACS.   

 Denny's (Joliet) employees collected over $400 in support of 
our Groundwork Shelter’s career development initiative.   

 Chicago Sports Fan Message Board’s CSFMB Gives Back 
program prepared and delivered 35 meals to donate to our 
shelter residents along with  toys and shelter supplies. 

 CitiTrends (Crest Hill) continues to donate new clothing, 
accessories, and home décor items to our shelter.   

 The Plainfield Junior Women's Club held their 4th annual 
PJWC Casino Night Fundraiser in May.  GACS was one of 4 
organizations to receive proceeds from the event.  Thank you 
PJWC for your generous donation of $3,750.   

 The Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) 
partnered with GACS’ Groundwork Program to offer Career 
Empowerment Groups providing employment support and 
strategies for survivors of domestic violence. Groundwork clients 
participated in the 7 week Career Empowerment Group and 
upon completion received a gift card of their choice. 

 A very generous donation was received from our friends at Citgo 
Petroleum in Lemont. Citgo employees provided essential 
supplies for our Groundwork and SASC Programs.   

 TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® of Joliet truly lived up to their 
reputation as the “Movers Who Care®” by coordinating a Movers 
for Moms® donation drive in honor of Mother’s Day.  The movers 
worked with local schools & businesses to set up donation sites 
throughout the community.  In the end, Two Men and a Truck® 
of Joliet made two deliveries to GACS; each consisting of 
numerous boxes filled with much needed items from our 
wish list. 

 Carrie Godina was taken from her family in April of 1993 as a 
result of domestic violence.  In honor of her birthday on August 
24, family members rallied together to collect supplies and 
donated them to the Groundwork Shelter.   

 St. Francis De Sales #29 of Joliet made a big donation of 
school supplies to help prepare local children in need for the 
upcoming school year.   

 

GACS THANKS ALL OF THOSE WHO DONATED TIME,  
TALENTS, AND GOODS DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER SEASONS! 

In celebrating its 20th year anniversary, Harrah’s Casino Joliet made a huge impact by donating $20,000 
total to 20 different local organizations.  GACS was 1 of the 20 organizations and a proud recipient of a 
donation of $1,000.  GACS’ CEO Ines Kutlesa, who was honored to be in attendance at the casino’s 
anniversary celebration, added, “Harrah’s Casino Joliet has been a huge supporter of our agency 
throughout the years.  Every year, we are in grateful for the unwavering support from Harrah’s.”  In a 
recent news release, President of Marketing for Harrah’s Joliet, Jennifer Nocco reported, “We’re excited to 
be part of the Community.  All of our executives serve on local nonprofit and community boards.  
Community commitment is a huge part of our values.”  Harrah’s Casino of Joliet has donated $6 million 
to local nonprofit organizations over the course of the past 20 years.   

School personnel at 
W o o d  V i e w 
Elementary School 
(Bolingbrook) are 
teaching a little bit more 
than math and science.  
The school recently held 
a school-wide contest 
where classrooms competed to raise the most 
money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  
Darla Smailis' 5th grade class came out on top 
raising over $700 and were rewarded with a special 
Olive Garden lunch for their efforts.  In turn, the 5th 
graders decided to donate their 30 meals for the 
women and children in our shelter.   

The Zonta Club of 
Joliet put together 
an amazing donation 
c o n s i s t i n g  o f 
medical advocacy 
bags and hygiene 
kits.  Each individual 
kit consisted of 
c l o t h i n g  a n d 
personal hygiene items that our advocates 
will be able to provide to victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault in local 
hospitals.  Additionally, Zonta collected a 
very nice arrangement of books, including 
children’s books for those staying in our 
Groundwork Emergency Shelter.   

Lexi Seguin more 
than fulfilled her 
expectations as the 
community lead of 
S t a r b u c k s 
(Naperville). Over the 
course of the last few 
months, Lexi held a 
purse drive at the store 

where she collected and was able to donate 
TWELVE 30-Gallon bags filled with 
beautiful purses for GACS clients. Lexi’s 
collection of purses included both purses for 
adults and children and are being distributed 
to clients across all seven programs at GACS.  
Wonderful job, Lexi! 

Exelon employees 

volunteered their time 

at GACS for the 

Exelon Day of Care 

by cleaning toys for 

our domestic violence 

and sexual assault 

programs.  Employees 

also put their painting skills to work by 

painting all of the bathrooms in our 

emergency shelter, and later got creative by 

making a large high-heel display for our 

SASC program’s Walk a Mile in Her Shoes ® 

annual event. 

Extra! Extra! 

Noteworthy News 

GACS CEO Ines Kutlesa was honored with the nomination to serve 
as President of Agencies United as of January 2014. Agencies Unit-
ed was formed in 1976 to serve as a liaison group between the United 
Way of Will County, Illinois and its member agencies. The organiza-
tion brings the 46 United Way Partner agencies together to facilitate 
communications, share common interests and concerns, educate in 
specific areas of need, and work together on community issues, to 
promote the welfare of the general membership and to support the 
United Way in meeting the needs of the community.  Ines will also 
serve as an Executive Officer on the United Way of Will County 

Board of Directors.   
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Wish List 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS: 

KLEENEX 

PAPER TOWELS 

TOILET PAPER 

SHAMPOO/CONDITIONER 

DISH SOAP 

BABY SHAMPOO/LOTION/OIL 
 

 

ONGOING NEEDS:  

Garbage Bags (All Sizes) 

 Ziploc Bags (All Sizes) 

 Paper Plates 

 Bleach 

 Lysol Wipes 

 Neosporin/Peroxide/Rubbing Alcohol 

 Toothpaste/  Toothbrushes 

 PACE Bus Passes  

 (Sold at Jewel-Osco) 

 Plastic Shower Liners 

 Hair Brushes 

Pillows 

 Towels/Washcloths  

(All Sizes, White Only Please) 

Craft & Paint by Number Kits 

  Journals/Notepads 
 

 

 CLOTHING:   

(Plain, All Sizes Adult & Child, Please.) 

T-shirts  

 Slippers (Skid Resistant)  

 Sweatshirts/Sweatpants  

 Sports Bras  

 Flip-Flops   
 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  

Pasta/Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, 

Peanut Butter & Jelly, Tuna, 

Snacks, Candy Bars, Breath Mints, 

Juice Boxes, & Condiments 
 

 

GIFT CARDS NEEDED: 

Target, Wal-Mart, K-mart,  

Grocery & Gas Stations 
 

 

 

 

CALL 815-729-0930  
TO DONATE TODAY! 

 
NAME: PHIL KUYPERS VOLUNTEER  SINCE:  2011  

SHOE SIZE:  10 (MEN’S) 12 (WOMEN’S) 
 

GACS: PHIL, WHY DID YOU GET INVOLVED WITH GACS?  
Phil: The older I got, the more common it became to hear horrific stories of 
sexual violence. It  was a tough pill to swallow when I realized that a victim could 
be anyone: Mother, Sister, Friend, Daughter, Aunt, Wife, Girlfriend, etc.  And the 
older I get the more I realize that the culprit could be anyone. I'm not suggesting 
to be afraid of men; there are many admirable men who genuinely respect 
women. I'm simply suggesting that everyone needs to be aware. 
GACS: WHAT DO YOU DO AS A VOLUNTEER?  
Phil: Promote the events and raise awareness any way that I can.  
GACS: WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE GACS EVENT AND WHY?   
Walk a Mile and Rock Against Rape. This year was GACS' first Rock 
Against Rape, and I feel it was a great start to something that can grow into a 
much needed event.  
GACS: WE NOTICED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN “INCHING YOUR WAY UP” IN TERMS OF 
HEEL HEIGHT,  OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS.  ANY REGRETS WITH THIS 
DECISION?   
Phil: I regret nothing about choosing a 4-inch heel. I'm not so much brave as I 
am a goofball that tries to have fun at an important community event.  
GACS:  OKAY, SO WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE HEEL STYLE? 
Phil:  The tallest and flashiest pair I can find, for no other reasons than 
I am short and enjoy ridiculous things. 
GACS: ANY ADVICE FOR OTHER MALES WHO ARE CONSIDERING TAKING THE 
TRAINING CLASS OR VOLUNTEERING AT GACS?  
Phil: To any and every man out there: I promise this world would be a much 
better place for us all, if we admired and protected "our" women (and by "our" I 
mean, the women in our lives). Fathers should instill in their sons respect for 
women at an early age. Boys and young men should encourage their buddies 
and peers to respect women; it's a difficult thing to do but if men do not continue 
to speak up about it, then the history of violence and abuse will only be 
repeated. 
 

T H A N K  Y O U  P H I L  F O R  Y O U R  D E D I C A T I O N  T O  G A C S ! 

 

G u a r d i a n  A n g e l 
Community Services 
honored Foster Parent 
Appreciation Month on 
May 30, 2013 by inviting 
our foster families to a celebration.  Every 
year in May, the Foster Care Program at 
GACS recognizes and shows appreciation 
to each of our families who so lovingly have 
opened their hearts and homes to children 
in need.  Foster Care Licensing 
Specialist Barbara Lanier explained the 
importance of recognizing foster parents 
during this annual event,  “Their investment 
and commitment to fostering is paramount 
in providing our children with a safe and 

nurturing home.”  

On June 4th, Dillard Harris Educational Center 

(DHEC) wrapped up another successful year by 

celebrating the graduation of 9 students.  During 

the ceremony, youth were recognized individually 

for their unique achievements ranging from 

athletic achievement to academic success.  

DHEC staff and teachers who spoke during the 

event made it very clear how proud they were to 

see all of the accomplishments of their students.  

Congratulations DHEC graduates! 

INTERNSHIP & VOLUNTEER  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & SEXUAL ASSAULT TRAINING 

 
What:       65-hour training for anyone   interested 

in working with survivors of domestic 
violence or sexual assault.   

Who:         Bachelors or Masters level student 
interns, professionals requiring training 
certification, and anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer.   

Where:     Guardian Angel Community Services  
 1550 Plainfield Road Joliet, IL 60435 
When:        Courses offered several times a  year.   

Classes are generally held on Monday 
and Tuesday  from 6-9pm and  Saturday 
from 9am-5pm. 

Cost:          $250 deposit. *After 20 hours of direct 
volunteer services  you will be refunded. 

 
FOR INFORMATION & REGISTRATION: 

CONTACT VAL AT 815-729-0930 EXT. 233  
OR 

VPASTWA@GACSPROGRAMS.ORG 



Our greatest contributions to society are the ones we leave behind.  The lives we have touched, inspired, 
mentored and educated may one day show to someone else the love and compassion which was bestowed upon 
them. Give a gift that will help someone to realize their life’s potential, sowing a seed of giving that your 
community can reap for generations to come. ...When you decide to include Guardian Angel Community Services 
in your estate planning the following wording is suggested:  “ I give, devise and bequest to Guardian Angel 
Community Services, an Illinois non-for-profit organization located administratively at  
1550 Plainfield Road, Joliet, Illinois, the sum of $______ (or specifically describe property).   
 

.
 

E XCHANGE  C LUB  CENTER   
Counseling & education-based services for the prevention of child abuse & neglect 

 
 

 

FOSTER  CARE  PROGRAM  
Nurturing and safe homes for children   

Groundwork Domestic V iolence Program  
Comprehensive services for individuals & families impacted by domestic violence 

PARTNER ABUSE INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

Support & education for the development of healthy relationships 
 
 
 

SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICE CENTER 
Sexual assault and rape crisis services 

 

SUZY ’S CARING P LACE 
Transitional housing & support services for survivors of domestic violence    


